
 
      

  

    
     

 
       

     
 

             
  

           
         

   
 

 
     

               
 

           
    

   
   

 
  

 
    

   
    
     
       

    
     

Press Release from 1st July 2026 

Playing field for premieres: Ten »Commissioned Works« and the 
basketball project »Full Court Femme« 

• Ten »Commissioned Works« conceived specifically for the festival push beyond genre 
boundaries, including a once-in-a-lifetime band project by Ralph Heidel, as well as the 
SEYYARE choir. 

• Pop meets sport: The project »Full Court Femme« brings together FLINTA* perspectives from 
basketball and pop culture. 

• Major expansion of the talks programme: Even more high-profile panels with musicians, 
including Betterov and Hendrik Bolz discussing East German realities – in cooperation with 
the Berliner Ensemble. 

Once-in-a-Lifetime-Band (from left to right): 
Andi Haberl (The Notwist), Fee Aviv, Shanice Ruby Bennett, Ralph Heidel, Izzy Ment © Lisa Harres 

Where does the stage begin, where does it end – and what is possible upon it? The 
deliberate exploration of performative spaces and the breaking of conventional concert 
formats have always been at the core of the Pop-Kultur Festival. This is especially true in 
2026 for the ten »Commissioned Works«: exclusive new productions developed specifically 
for the festival and presented for the first time. With this concept, Pop-Kultur has established 
itself as a production festival unique within Germany. 

The structural support necessary is ensured by Initiative Musik: »The ›Commissioned Works‹ 
demonstrate what can emerge when artists are given the money, time, and space to develop 
new artistic ideas and make them accessible to audiences. Genres and disciplines often form 
new connections here, and the results can be surprising and compelling, or point towards 
new directions for the future. We believe in the power and freedom of artistic creation, 
especially in challenging times. I am particularly pleased that artists such as Fee Aviv Dubois, 
Ralph Heidel, Andi Haberl, and Lucy Kruger & The Lost Boys are once again involved this 



   
 

 
   

      
   

             
 

    
 

 
           

            
           

      
      

      
    

   
 

 
  

      
     

    
   

      
      
          

    
            

    
 

      
     

    
 

 
 

  
       

     
  

   
      

year, whose development Initiative Musik has had the opportunity to support,« says Katja 
Lucker, Managing Director of Initiative Musik. 

Some of the artists mentioned will open the festival’s music programme in the Kuppelhalle at 
silent green, taking a radical stance against the zeitgeist of commodification and 
reproducibility: without a Spotify setlist, Fee Aviv Dubois, Ralph Heidel, Izzy Ment, Shanice 
Ruby Bennett, and Andi Haberl will come together for one evening only as a once-in-a-
lifetime band. The Arsenal cinema, which is newly based at silent green, will also serve for the 
first time as a »Commissioned Works« stage: Eddna presents »Equinox«, a performative, 
filmic sound-image installation evoking dark, David Lynch-like atmospheres. 

Other works move between (nightmare) visions and dreams, performance, and concert: 
VÍZ and Tekla Valy explore Székely-Hungarian and Finnish folk traditions in their project »I 
WILL NOT DISAPPEAR IN YOUR FEARS«, abstaining from historicising nostalgia. Alejandra 
Cárdenas & La Full Moon Ensemble transform Cárdenas’ album »A Body Like a Home« into 
audiovisual memoirs composed of thirteen songs and poems. Lucy Kruger & The Lost Boys 
create a surreal garden in »Animal / Symbol«, using it as the setting to inaugurate a new 
creation myth through concert, atmosphere, and stage design. Eva Bottega’s »CANTATA« 
explores myth, hysteria, and religious ecstasy from a distinctly queer-feminist perspective, 
including Joan of Arc. 

The stage as a space of (re)presentation runs as a connecting thread through further 
»Commissioned Works«: in her transnational production spanning Accra, Kumasi, Berlin, 
Paris, and Basel, Ria Boss combines the single release of »WAX THE RICH« with a runway 
presentation and a live photoshoot. Following its resounding success last year, »AFRO x 
POP« returns, offering an exclusive platform to emerging Berlin voices from rap, Afro-fusion, 
and spoken word. With »Now, everybody is on the Road«, the SEYYARE – Anatolian 
Women’s Choir demonstrates impressively the political power of collective singing. The 
ensemble, which was founded at the Maxim Gorki Theatre under the artistic direction of 
Shermin Langhoff and is led by Sema Moritz, presents centuries-old folk songs from 
Anatolia, the Balkans, and the Caucasus. This special performance takes place in exclusive 
cooperation with KW Institute for Contemporary Art. 

Finally, pop pioneers Kersty Grether and Sandra Grether promise anything but a 
conventional reading, staging their bestselling book »Rebel Girls« as a performative show 
with a manifesto-like character and a feminist tribute to the goddess. 

Pop culture on the court: the basketball project »Full Court Femme« 

That pop culture is increasingly negotiated on sports courts is demonstrated by a special 
highlight of the Pop-Kultur Festival. As part of the cultural programme accompanying the 
FIBA Women’s Basketball World Cup 2026, a free-to-access basketball court will be created 
opposite the Çaystube in cooperation with the initiative »HereToHoop«: curated by Yeşim 
Duman, »Full Court Femme« invites visitors to play and linger on Friday and Saturday. Sport, 
pop, and art merge here, with FLINTA* perspectives consistently at the centre. 



 
    

        
      

       
 

     
      

 
 

    
      

     
 

 
 

  
 

  
   

 
      
  

 
 

      
      

  
 

In the discussion format »Basketball is Jazz«, former professional player and ALBA Berlin 
vice-president Henning Harnisch, Olympic champion Svenja Brunckhorst, former national 
player and basketball commentator Dr Ireti Amojo, and filmmaker Tsellot Melesse (»Crunch 
Time«) discuss improvisation and the social power of sport. In the lecture »Female Fandom«, 
Dr Ireti Amojo and Sunniva Ferri focus on female fan cultures in sport. 

»HereToHoop« and »Full Court Femme« also set impulses for genuine participation. 
Alongside a performance by Göksu Kunak, audiences can look forward to the talk »How 
Sports Can Change the World – Inclusion and Sports« featuring moderator and artist Lena 
Whooo, ALBA Berlin player Deeshyra Thomas, who advocates for inclusive basketball 
programmes for children with Down syndrome, and director Idris Aleshinloye. Thomas is 
also the protagonist of Aleshinloye’s documentary »The Color of Strength«, which addresses 
Black identity, racism, and queer motherhood. 

Two high-profile discussions further expand the talks programme. 

In the talk »I Stream the Line Between Good and Evil«, label owner and author Johann 
Scheerer (Clouds Hill Records) analyses the promises and contradictions of the modern 
streaming economy with journalist Aida Baghernejad. In exclusive cooperation with the 
Berliner Ensemble, the festival moves into the renowned theatre in Mitte for another 
highlight: in his discussion series »Aus Ruinen«, author and musician Hendrik Bolz meets 
Betterov to talk about East German realities beyond clichés and how personal memories can 
be transformed into art. 

Pop-Kultur Festival tickets grant access to a limited number of complimentary seats for the 
show at Berliner Ensemble on a first-come, first-served basis. To guarantee a seat, please 
purchase a separate ticket in advance. 



 
 

       
       

    
 

             
            

 
     

            
               

     
              

   
   

 
          

             
               

       
             

          
           

     
 

      
   

       
         

 
      

 
         

         
           

   
      

       
 

 
            

        
         

Press invitation / RSVP 

On 19 August 2026, Pop-Kultur invites members of the press to gain insights into the 
programme of the Pop-Kultur Festival 2026. To assist with planning, we kindly ask for timely 
confirmation and registration. Further information will follow. 

Concerts & DJ sets: Akryl / alystadyn / An Experiment On A Bird In The Air Pump / Annie-
Claude Deschênes / Anushka Chkheidze & Robert Lippok / Automatic / Avalon Emerson & 
the Charm / Balm / Bar Italia / Beaks / Bella Wakame / Boko Yout / Chris Imler / Dana 
Schechter & Paul Wallfisch / deBasement / Deutsche Laichen / Dis Fig / Discovery Zone / 
distraction4ever / DJ Wagner / Dornika / Elias / ENGIN / Gîn Bali / great area / 
GRENZKONTROLLE / Horse Vision / Jassin / Josi Miller / Kreuzgut.Disko / Lael Neale / 
Layla Boe / Laylo / Lingua Erotica / Money Badoo / múm / Nalan / Potochkine / PVA / 
Ramzey / Ray Lozano / Rosa Anschütz / SAMRATTAMA / Sassy 009 / SATARII / Saya Musa 
/ Sijya / Sodomland / Sophia Kennedy / Sorvina / The Notwist / Tommy WÁ / Toxe / Valerie 
Renay / VAVUNETTHA 

Commissioned Works: AFRO x POP / Alejandra Cárdenas & La Full Moon Ensemble: »A 
Body Like a Home — AV premiere« / Eddna: »Equinox« / Eva Bottega: »CANTATA« / Fee 
Aviv Dubois, Ralph Heidel, Izzy Ment, Shanice Ruby Bennett, Andi Haberl: »Before it’s over« / 
Kersty Grether und Sandra Grether: »Rebel Queens – Rebellion ist die höchste Form der 
Andacht« / Lucy Kruger & The Lost Boys: »Animal / Symbol« / RIA BOSS x WAX THE RICH: 
A Live Performance, Fashion Collaboration & Single Release with Designer Austin Nortey, 
Elia Rediger & Special Guests / SEYYARE – Anatolian Women’s Choir: »Now, everybody is on 
the Road« / VÍZ and Tekla Valy: »I WILL NOT DISAPPEAR IN YOUR FEARS« 

Talks, Readings & Films: »Aus Ruinen« mit Betterov: Hendrik Bolz (Mod.) / »Bandcamp 
Presents: Words and Music with Sofia Kourtesis and Paul Hanford« / »Candy Girls & Billige 
Plätze«: Rike van Kleef, Sonja Eismann, Josephine Papke (Mod.) / »Gender Pay Gap in der 
Kulturbranche – Same Stage, less Pay?«: Anne Haffmanns, Lisa Mangold, Mine, Juliane Reil 
(Mod.) & Christoph Reimann (Mod.) / »I Stream the Line Between Good and Evil«: Johann 
Scheerer, Aida Baghernejad (Mod.) / »Krach - Verzerrte Erinnerungen: Alexander Hacke in 
Konversation mit Frank Spilker« / »Musikkritik als notwendige Institution«: Jan Jekal, 
Rebecca Spilker, Stephan Rehm Rozanes, Lennart Brauwers (Mod.) / »Politics & 
Verantwortung – Moralischer Kompass vs. Kulturbetrieb«: Christin Nichols, Daniel Meteo, 
Noura Labbani, Reinher Karl, Thomas Venker (Mod.) / Queer Pop Bingo: Beyefendi & Lilith 
the Quing / Sonic Crossings: Resonant Listening Session: Gîn Bali (Mod) / »Storytelling – 
Establishing Platforms for Independent Voices«: Dee Sada, Judith Wajsgrus, Melissa 
Perales, Amy Zayed (Mod.) / »Zwischen Zwei und Vier«: Melanie Gollin, Rosalie Ernst & 
Sandra Gern 

»Full Court Femme«: Erzählcafé: Basketball ist Jazz – Über Improvisation, Klasse und die 
kulturelle Kraft des Sports«: Henning Harnisch, Dr. Ireti Amojo, Svenja Brunckhorst, Tsellot 
Melesse (Mod.) / »Female Fandom« (Lecture): Dr. Ireti Amojo, Sunniva Ferri / Göksu Kunak / 



   
            

 
                

            
  

         
           

        
      

 

 
 

       
     

 
 

 

»How Sports Can Change the World – Inclusion and Sports«: Deeshyra Thomas, Idris 
Aleshinloye, Sinduya Jeevaratnam, Lena Whooo (Mod.) / »The Color of Strength« (Film) 

The Pop-Kultur Festival is funded by the State of Berlin – Senate Department for Culture and Social 
Cohesion, with support from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) through the 
programme »Strengthening Innovation Potential in Culture III (INP III)«, as well as by Initiative Musik 
gGmbH using project funds from the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and Media. The 
project »Full Court Femme x Çaystube« is supported by project funds from the Federal Chancellery‘s 
Department of Sport and Volunteering. »Sonic Crossings« is a collaboration between Pop-Kultur 
Festival and the music department of the Goethe-Institut. 

Press Contact: Marie Ketzscher & Ines Weißbach, E-mail press@pop-kultur.berlin 
Website: pop-kultur.berlin Press Section: pop-kultur.berlin/en/festival/press/ 
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