Pop-Hultur Festival

Press Release from 17" June 2026

Discourse deep dive and deep listening: festival opens with »Pop-
Kultur Talks« and closes with a mim concert at the Pierre Boulez Saal

e »Pop-Kultur Talks«: On 24 and 25 August 2026 at silent green (Wedding), addressing current
issues at the cutting edge of pop culture.

e Campus atmosphere: »Pop-Kultur Nachwuchs« brings together 150 emerging talents from the
music industry in Wedding.

e Line-up update: GRENZKONTROLLE, Boko Yout, Deutsche Laichen, and further acts join the
live programme.

e Closing highlight: Icelandic legends mum, along with Anushka Chkheidze & Robert Lippok,
perform on 30 August 2026 at the Pierre Boulez Saal in Mitte.

Pop-iX
24.8.—25.8.20 ...

Keeping the conversation going: The Pop-Kultur Festival 2026 kicks off on 24 and 25 August
at silent green with more than 20 talks addressing the most pressing issues at the
intersections of pop, politics, and society. The opening event is a keynote discussion on the
state of the cultural sector: festival director Marie von der Heydt speaks with contributors
from journalism, music, and cultural institutions — focusing in particular on visions and
aspirations for a future in which culture can continue to thrive.

The subsequent sessions also engage with socio-political questions. Thomas Venker, editor-
in-chief of Kaput - Magazin fiir Insolvenz & Pop, discusses the involvement of the
Wasserman Music Agency in the Epstein files — and how artists are responding — with label
manager Noura Labbani, publisher Daniel Meteo, musician and actress Christin Nichols,
and lawyer Reinher Karl. Feminist perspectives on pop culture are contributed by Sonja
Eismann and Rike van Kleef. Drawing on their books »Candy Girls« and »Billige Platze«, they
explore gender, power, the history of female fan cultures, and sexism within the music
industry.



In this context, a talk on the gender pay gap examines the question of a fair music economy,
featuring trade union secretary Lisa Mangold (ver.di), musician Mine, and Anne Haffmans
(Domino Records).

Practical alternatives to the exploitative mechanisms of streaming services in an age of
hypercapitalism are discussed by musician Dee Sada (An Experiment On A Bird In The Air
Pump), Judith Wajsgrus (Cashmere Radio), and curator and promoter Melissa Perales.
More optimistic case studies are offered by talks from Rosalie Ernst and Melanie Gollin,
who explore new formats between newsletter, podcast, and live show with »Zwischen Zwei
und Vier«, as well as Boris Paillard, who examines the potential of radio broadcasting to
preserve musical heritage. Another highlight is the reading by Alexander Hacke: the bassist
of Einstlirzende Neubauten invites the audience to immerse themselves in a life between the
West Berlin underground and pop with his book »Krach - Verzerrte Erinnerungen«. He is
joined in conversation by Frank Spilker, singer of the Hamburg band Die Sterne.

For the first time, the newly opened Arsenal cinema on the silent green site will be featured
as a Pop-Kultur festival location, hosting discursive contributions at the intersection of film
and music. Further highlights will be added to the talks programme in the coming weeks.

»Pop-Kultur Nachwuchs« 2026 returns to silent green Kulturquartier

On 24 and 25 August, »Pop-Kultur Nachwuchs« will once again run in parallel at silent
green, paving the way for future music careers. This sought-after networking programme
brings together 150 emerging talents from around the world with professionals from music,
politics, and the creative industries for hands-on workshops, networking events, and talks.
According to programme director Sonja Lunau, the format continues to grow in relevance:
»lt’s fantastic to see how strongly the Nachwuchs programme and the live programme enrich
one another - for example, former particjpants such as Dornika appearing on the main stage
this year. We received more applications for 2026 than ever before — a strong indication that
the programme is truly in tune with the current moment. In uncertain times, connecting with
one another becomes all the more important.«

Updates from the live programme and finale in Mitte

Following the discursive warm-up, »Pop-Kultur Nachwuchs« programme, and the label
market on Thursday in Kreuzberg, the festival moves into a packed weekend. Newly
confirmed acts include GRENZKONTROLLE with their DIY activist punk, as well as their
queer feminist punk counterparts Deutsche Laichen. Also joining the line-up are Swedish
indie pop band Boko Yout, Montreal club favourites deBasement, and post-rock duo Dana
Schechter & Paul Wallfisch.

To close the festival, the Pop-Kultur team presents a very special collaboration promising
compelling synergies between pop and classical music: on Sunday, 30 August, the festival
takes place at the architecturally and acoustically unique Pierre Boulez Saal in Berlin-Mitte.
The Icelandic legends mum, celebrated for their delicate, atmospheric sound, will present a
new work conceived especially for the occasion, »Sonnenuhr«, combining a string quartet



with electronic and acoustic instruments. Preceding them, Anushka Chkheidze & Robert
Lippok create sonic spaces between ambient and indietronics.
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Sonntag, 30.¢
Pierre Boulez

Festival closing highlight:
mdm and Anushka Chkheidze & Robert Lippok at Pierre Boulez Saal

Concerts & DJ sets: Akryl / An Experiment On A Bird In the Air Pump / Annie-Claude
Deschénes / Anushka Chkheidze & Robert Lippok / Automatic / Avalon Emerson & the
Charm / Balm / Bar Italia / Beaks / Bella Wakame / Boko Yout / Chris Imler / Dana Schechter
& Paul Wallfisch / deBasement / Deutsche Laichen / Dis Fig / Discovery Zone /
distraction4ever / DJ Wagner / Dornika / Elias / ENGIN / Gin Bali / great area /
GRENZKONTROLLE / Horse Vision / Jassin / Josi Miller / Kreuzgut.Disko / Lael Neale /
Layla Boe / Lingua Erotica / Money Badoo / mum / Nalan / Potochkine / PVA / Ramzey / Ray
Lozano / Rosa Anschiitz / Sassy 009 / SATARII / Sijya / Sodomland / Sophia Kennedy /
Sorvina / The Notwist / Tommy WA / Toxe / Valerie Renay / VAVUNETTHA

Commissioned Works: Tekla Valy and Réka Csiszér: »| WILL NOT DISAPPEAR IN YOUR
FEARS« / Alejandra Cardenas & La Full Moon Ensemble: »A Body Like a Home — AV
premiere« / Eddna: »Equinox« / Eva Bottega: "CANTATA« / Fee Aviv Dubois, Ralph Heidel,
Izzy Ment, Shanice Ruby Bennett, Andi Haberl: »Before it’s over« / Kersty Grether und Sandra
Grether: »Rebel Queens — Rebellion ist die héchste Form der Andacht« / Lucy Kruger & The
Lost Boys: »Animal / Symbol« / RIA BOSS x WAX THE RICH: A Live Performance, Fashion
Collaboration & Single Release with Designer Austin Nortey, Elia Rediger & Special Guests /
SEYYARE - Anatolian Women’s Choir: »Now, everybody is on the Road«

Talks, Readings & Films: »Bandcamp Presents: Sofia Kourtesis and Paul Hanford in
Conversation« / »Candy Girls & Billige Platze«: Rike van Kleef, Sonja Eismann, Josephine
Papke / »Gender Pay Gap in der Kulturbranche - Same Stage, less Pay?«: Anne Haffmanns,
Lisa Mangold, Mine, Juliane Reil & Christoph Reimann / »| Stream the Line Between Good
and Evil«: Johann Scheerer, Aida Baghernejad / »Krach - Verzerrte Erinnerungen: Alexander
Hacke in Konversation mit Frank Spilker« / »Musikkritik als notwendige Institution«: Jan
Jekal, Rebecca Spilker, Stephan Rehm Rozanes, Lennart Brauwers / »Politics &
Verantwortung — Moralischer Kompass vs. Kulturbetrieb«: Christin Nichols, Daniel Meteo,
Noura Labbani, Reinher Karl , Thomas Venker / »Storytelling — Establishing Platforms for



Independent Voices«: Dee Sada, Judith Wajsgrus, Melissa Perales, Judith Wajsgrus, Amy
Zayed / »Zwischen Zwei und Vier«: Melanie Gollin, Rosalie Ernst, Sandra Gern

More concerts, DJ sets, talks, and films are currently in preparation and will be announced

shortly.

The Pop-Kultur Festival is funded by the State of Berlin — Senate Department for Culture and Social
Cohesion, with support from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) through the
programme »Strengthening Innovation Potential in Culture lll (INP Ill)«, as well as by Initiative Musik
gGmbH using project funds from the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and Medla.
»Sonic Crossings« is a collaboration between Pop-Kultur Festival, the music department of the

Goethe-Institut.
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Press Contact: Marie Ketzscher, Ines WeiBbach E-Mail press@pop-kultur.berlin
Website pop-kultur.berlin Press Section pop-kultur.berlin/festival/presse/
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